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The Malaysian Medical Association (MMA) said the Health Ministry must act against

third-parties openly advertising Covid-19 screening in violation of legal restrictions ;
) : : reopening today
against such promotions. — Reuters pic

KUALA LUMPUR, June 14 — The Malaysian Medical Association (MMA) ;‘;L;f:fody found in drain near Botanical
said the Health Ministry must act against third-parties openly advertising Gardens in Penang
Covid-19 screening in violation of legal restrictions against such

promotions.
10 hours ago
PBS welcomes Home Ministry’'s effort over
MOST READ -ement today, it said there were groups seeking to take advantage illegal immigrant problems

MALAYSIA MALAYSIA MALAYSIA MALAYSIA

Malaysia among top five ' Dr Mahathir's media Saifuddin Abdullah denies Malaysian ¢ s

globally to have... advisor alleges PNB CEO... involvement in rumoured... ‘- Association

L J -r -l \

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/14/malaysian-medical-association-urges-health-ministry-to-take-action-against/1875331

1/4


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CqA_HtsLmXuHtJ5KKvwSSvrOQAeXHr5ZdhefGu7ILz6yTqvwVEAEg593gbmDLm4KFwBegAd3f68sDyAECqQL3zOGxpwmnPuACAKgDAcgDCKoEwQJP0KPTJFezgmuqlZHJ56faJByHEio3H_Chu4MdYeLHgSL02rrc65fpl1yKrpeJU9bgqnL0QE_OPk8G3tFRk6m8F6V_9J2g65b26Xof_JDSKiBHDBrAGnHMQ6A0PwZCzXDUxeghEbvkz3BK1WkEbDzjEndOUzyHfRom-1T1WP_xWKyIoaa472eDKdvI3m2umKdJYOc-Hkjf-jfAbEG9mA3DW7OrpYsCRcrqIv0A6GsPW484_HYeCbZW49eU5tSjPfa6ogNLIZ63W1YuMas3f4MJ0n0ovhlAxr8o7vGqYzpGKUYnqWTdC0uK005oegJr8IH0g_vfXji-5LkF6MGGFxC6sf97ehkRaNCtAIjhFYPvWFpu_4hw_ahvEC_AkIAqNwXEMLVB2_6NGJEpyQ3gRz8YYwKg03zdZd21gb9aRE-5n-LABPLenuL2AuAEAaAGAoAHi6CUNKgHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tODgyMjI2ODgyNjA0MzQxObEJM-XJ0aQDv_mACgOYCwHICwHYEw0&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo52UvsRiwX_p0tLF10IW5UQ&sig=AOD64_3Sp-VAMElrIyVFsM02iSNd9UDSVw&client=ca-pub-8731210765202237&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://bellroy.com/slim-your-wallet%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4aDehMqC6gIVEsWPCh0S3wwSEAEYASAAEgKxDfD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_OYKrkums2EezEZSriQIWaO4cUhzJyYp5u-YOQnQ7vgwwKvfrSIYHw21lZ73wLOzq1aub_UiNj40ifYMdLXpsy-5W2R591sD27HXk5HCAFWFkhhboCLe9ToMcdQnicCeciIjTPGNwBSS2vQrN3VrmUkrHz0d_JCw_AZvoys5XoZt01ZswLtYX5ed4qD-yzjUPkiGt5xgMEr4yNzl6Phveot1wj5NTX7x_aincn_TPPKbg6m69e2xmX1mqJgNeeWLFJq5Y5-CA,IzU58RzG6h8Kr6JD6m8fRg&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_OYKrkums2EezEZSriQIWaO4cUhzJyYp5u-YOQnQ7vgwwKvfrSIYHw21lZ73wLOzq1aub_UiNj40ifYMdLXpsy-5W2R591sD27HXk5HCAFWFkhhboCLe9ToMcdQnicCeciIjTPGNwBSS2vQrN3VrmUkrHz0d_JCw_AZvoys5XoZt01ZswLtYX5ed4qD-yzjUPkiGt5xgMEr4yNzl6Phveot1wj5NTX7x_aincn_TPPKbg6m69e2xmX1mqJgNeeWLFJq5Y5-CA,IzU58RzG6h8Kr6JD6m8fRg&source=display
https://www.facebook.com/malaymaildotcom
https://twitter.com/malaymail
https://instagram.com/themalaymail
https://www.youtube.com/user/themalaymailonline/videos
https://www.malaymail.com/feed
https://www.malaymail.com/about
https://www.malaymail.com/advertise
https://www.malaymail.com/
https://www.malaymail.com/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmKsstsLmXvjcJ5Gh9QOVvrXYCpqv5Nld47mzntUL2tkeEAEg593gbmDLm4KFwBegAZC1g-kCyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgTGAk_Qr-z2ylgzoeLPJ0u1bFVWNekbExW20UJO1mhMFwArikYDay-sQ0I8T5G9-3tZPQsDL7Lgivk6-14q_fcF7bDSSMmXzsF4AY2QlQgqGahe5pzpOSMt7c5rRbJZQDvmliaX8bLEx8F8SCGBgbEwY2VeoPcDa3iaHRQb9fLZ0AB_Dz64H5QjPGUXOpOPEI2_Tc3-HimtH9noqwByy5wrKitC4GYpHoK-_Jykz8xqfziDZgjbBc9p6sfOLKvhHuuQA3OJs5tOIhS_GQT37ZER_C-L8KYX-2V-R3Z5U-i8RmI-qRJ9l2lusjO8dkEFBxJLZmtjxogsmMD641i2k3CQlI9nwgyR6GIEjL4Vz-u6flzogk-yLH1P-tWEe4AVDimnyfF4R3YLF0wW_awo3hJBlet7QDxZG5DQlIoak1bIQE9LEqmcWZvKwATnvIfkhwPgBAGgBgKAB9jK_JYBqAeOzhuoB9XJG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH8NkbqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgd8ggbYWR4LXN1YnN5bi04ODIyMjY4ODI2MDQzNDE5sQn4rL8MH4a1Y4AKA5gLAcgLAdgTDQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRox3iuwiRPzexFnrGUBrkBtQ&sig=AOD64_34ZoeWesvDMJ_Ccki1B1xOXQC8UA&client=ca-pub-8731210765202237&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.lg.com/my/appliances/healthcare%3Fcmpid%3D2020HAHQ_HealthCare_AirPurifier_Conversion_ML_DSP_Banner_PuriCareBannerA_Lookalike%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI-I_ehMqC6gIVkVB9Ch0VXw2rEAEYASAAEgI5l_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_vW7zb8sbfYPjWy5A9uSgv5GM3cZV0uTQzt47ZqBE692IuZ3hWv8nMUrwh_xwGhO4Id9uVJWfP0fqH4nXTJRWt246o1qQLUiCH0AGSJYBxvCOeZ7YFdSDQ_BiGCjRKCHfspGlwtKMC22Svysf41oFT5jYYzTKOPQp6I7ScSL5DFnVpNdrpdaolyFXcv3m1rEoGXL62IlcXx55Q7xIZ8ctmL_RsKBQOwUZp8DiTDQ,S9EvSiOvt_hcG5BKZjVkCQ&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_vW7zb8sbfYPjWy5A9uSgv5GM3cZV0uTQzt47ZqBE692IuZ3hWv8nMUrwh_xwGhO4Id9uVJWfP0fqH4nXTJRWt246o1qQLUiCH0AGSJYBxvCOeZ7YFdSDQ_BiGCjRKCHfspGlwtKMC22Svysf41oFT5jYYzTKOPQp6I7ScSL5DFnVpNdrpdaolyFXcv3m1rEoGXL62IlcXx55Q7xIZ8ctmL_RsKBQOwUZp8DiTDQ,S9EvSiOvt_hcG5BKZjVkCQ&source=display
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/15/pining-to-play-pins-heres-how-one-bowling-alley-has-been-preparing-for-reop/1875478
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/14/mans-body-found-in-drain-near-botanical-gardens-in-penang/1875466
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/14/pbs-welcomes-home-ministrys-effort-over-illegal-immigrant-problems/1875451
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/14/covid-19-only-718-active-cases-identified-among-students-staff-of-tahfiz-ce/1875448
https://www.projekmm.com/
https://www.cincainews.com/
https://www.malaymail.com/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia
https://www.malaymail.com/news/singapore
https://www.malaymail.com/news/world
https://www.malaymail.com/news/money
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life
https://www.malaymail.com/news/eat-drink
https://www.malaymail.com/news/showbiz
https://www.malaymail.com/news/opinion
https://www.malaymail.com/news/sports
https://www.malaymail.com/news/tech-gadgets
https://www.malaymail.com/news/drive
https://www.malaymail.com/videos
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/14/malaysia-among-top-five-globally-to-have-successfully-contained-covid-19-sa/1875366
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/14/dr-mahathirs-media-advisor-alleges-pnb-ceo-being-ousted-using-attacks-again/1875337
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/14/saifuddin-abdullah-denies-involvement-in-rumoured-formation-of-parti-keadil/1875334
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/06/14/malaysian-medical-association-urges-health-ministry-to-take-action-against/1875331
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia

6/15/2020 Malaysian Medical Association urges Health Ministry to take action against middlemen unlawfully pushing Covid-19 screening | Malaysia | Malay Mail

MMA president Dr N. Ganabaskaran lamented the lack of action despite among students, staff of tahfiz centres to
date, says Dr Noor Hisham

the blatant violation of laws barring such advertising.
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“MMA has observed that of late, ‘middlemen’ unrelated to the healthcare
sector are taking advantage of the Covid-19 situation with the
commercialising of Covid-19 screening.

“The screenings are openly advertised online and we do not see any
action being taken by the authorities. Previous reports made on certain
screenings that were done without observing proper protocols have
fallen on deaf ears.

“There are existing laws to control and regulate medical screenings for
infectious diseases, but what is the point of having these laws if they are
not being enforced?” Dr Ganabaskaran said.

He said that it was shocking as to how the advertising of some of the
commercialised screenings has been allowed without proper protocols in
screening being followed.

He expressed concern that the majority of the public who are unfamiliar
with stringent protocols, would be more attracted to the lower pricing
without being aware of any compromises in the quality of care.

Dr Ganabaskaran added that the Covid-19 crisis should not be seen as an
opportunity to make money or increase revenue profile while
compromising on patient safety and quality in services provided.

“Healthcare should not be treated as a commodity, where the focus is on
bottom line profits.

“There were also reports that pooling of samples was being done while
conducting RT-PCR tests by providers who may be price undercutting
while compromising on the quality in conducting these tests. Since the
sampling method for RT-PCR and Antigen Rapid Test Kits (a cheaper
alternative) are the same, are the “Gold Standard” RT-PCR tests actually
being done? And who conducts an audit on these tests?” he questioned.

He urged MOH to make public, all of the ministry’'s audits on laboratories
and on how the tests are being conducted, adding that the Pathology
Laboratory Act 2007 which was passed 13 years ago, should have been
gazetted by now.

“MMA reminds all medical practitioners to maintain the highest level of
ethics and professionalism in their practice as there are legal implications
should there be any compromise in the quality of care,” he added.
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