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MMA wants govt to review proposed
penalties in Poisons Amendment Bill
By Dhesegaan Bala Krishnan - March 16, 2022 @ 1:17pm

Malaysian Medical Association (MMA) calls upon the government to review the
proposed penalties and �ne-tune the powers of pharmacy enforcement o�cers in the
Poisons Amendment Bill 2022. - NSTP �le pic

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian Medical Association (MMA) wants the
government to review the proposed penalties and �ne-tune the powers of
pharmacy enforcement o�cers in the Poisons Amendment Bill 2022.

The bill to amend the existing Poisons Act 1952 was tabled for �rst
reading in Dewan Rakyat last Monday. It was initially tabled for �rst
reading in November 2019 but was subsequently withdrawn to be
reviewed and re�ned.

MMA president Dr Koh Kar Chai welcomed the Health Ministry's decision
to exclude mandatory prescription upon request provision in the
amendment bill.

However, he urged the ministry to review several proposals to impose
heftier �nes and longer jail time for certain offenses in the bill.
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"Amendments to the Poisons Act 1952 has �nally been tabled in
Parliament. The proposed amendments to this archaic act have been
overdue.

"The act needs to be updated as the landscape in healthcare has
signi�cantly changed in recent years. We need to factor how medicine is
practised in this digital era

Wildlife Conservation Act
amendments bill passed in Dewan
Rakyat

Supply Bill 2022 to be tabled for �rst
reading in Dewan Rakyat today

Is raising Covid-19 cases part of 100-
day KPI, asks MMA

#Showbiz: Copyright (Amendment)
Bill strengthens anti-piracy measures,
says RIM

MOST POPULAR

LATEST MOST READ

VACCINE

ACROSS NEW STRAITS TIMES

16m Rain halts China's search for jet crash
victims, black boxes

22m Perak ready to revive Agacia Town

27m 'No criminal elements, just
misunderstanding between car owner and
repossessor

32m Russia sentences Navalny to nine years in
jail

34m 284 active Covid-19 clusters in the country

36m #TECH: Fuji�lm, UMMC team up to build
Malaysia's �rst endoscopy training centre

38m China's Shanghai denies lockdown rumours
as Covid infections near 1,000

NATION an hour ago

Campaigns to continue urging hesitant
Kedahans to get vaccinated

NATION 2 hours ago

More than 15 million Malaysians have
taken booster shots against Covid-19

WORLD 5 hours ago

New Zealand lifts most vaccine
mandates as Omicron outbreak nears
peak

NATION Mar 20, 2022 @ 4:41pm

Malays form majority of those refusing
Covid-19 vaccination in Kelantan

NATION Mar 19, 2022 @ 12:15pm

65.6 per cent of Malaysia's adult
population given Covid-19 booster dose

NATION Mar 18, 2022 @ 1:15pm

Over 1 million children partially
vaccinated [NSTTV]

CRIME & COURTS 3 hours ago

Cops record statement from suspect
who hit cyclist with iron rod

CRIME & COURTS Mar 22, 2022 @ 1:54pm

SOP violation compound against Kit
Siang triggers spat between Khairy and
Najib

CRIME & COURTS Mar 22, 2022 @ 12:22pm

Scammer gets 5 sen instead of RM1k,

Trending

https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2022/03/782382/cops-record-statement-suspect-who-hit-cyclist-iron-rod
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2022/03/782130/sop-violation-compound-against-kit-siang-triggers-spat-between
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline/
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg
https://www.nst.com.my/authors/dhesegaan-bala-krishnan
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy/2021/10/739909/wildlife-conservation-act-amendments-bill-passed-dewan
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/10/740039/supply-bill-2022-be-tabled-first-reading-dewan-rakyat-today
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/12/753135/raising-covid-19-cases-part-100-day-kpi-asks-mma
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2021/12/757222/showbiz-copyright-amendment-bill-strengthens-anti-piracy-measures
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/03/782457/rain-halts-chinas-search-jet-crash-victims-black-boxes
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/782452/perak-ready-revive-agacia-town
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2022/03/782450/no-criminal-elements-just-misunderstanding-between-car-owner-and
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/03/782448/russia-sentences-navalny-nine-years-jail
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/782446/284-active-covid-19-clusters-country
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots/2022/03/782444/tech-fujifilm-ummc-team-build-malaysias-first-endoscopy-training
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/03/782442/chinas-shanghai-denies-lockdown-rumours-covid-infections-near-1000
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/782428/campaigns-continue-urging-hesitant-kedahans-get-vaccinated
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/782420/more-15-million-malaysians-have-taken-booster-shots-against-covid-19
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/03/782335/new-zealand-lifts-most-vaccine-mandates-omicron-outbreak-nears-peak
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/781631/malays-form-majority-those-refusing-covid-19-vaccination-kelantan
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/781339/656-cent-malaysias-adult-population-given-covid-19-booster-dose
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/781152/over-1-million-children-partially-vaccinated-nsttv
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2022/03/782382/cops-record-statement-suspect-who-hit-cyclist-iron-rod
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2022/03/782130/sop-violation-compound-against-kit-siang-triggers-spat-between
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2022/03/782076/scammer-gets-5-sen-instead-rm1k-curses-victim


practised in this digital era.

"The issue of massive �nes has always been a contentious issue and
more so, the proposal to increase jail time.

"We have always felt that certain offenses may not justify an increase in
the jail sentence or even the presence of imprisonment as it will cause
criminalisation of certain offenses which may be trivial and not endanger
the health of anyone.

"With an increase in �nes and the imposition of a jail sentence, many
doctors will practice with the 'Sword of Damocles' hanging over their neck,
more so, when the powers of pharmacy enforcement o�cers are
enhanced," he said in a statement today.

Under the proposed Poisons Amendment Bill 2022, the general penalties
for offences will include a maximum �ve years jail term, a compound of
RM50,000, or both. Currently, the maximum jail term is one year and the
maximum �ne is RM3,000.

Besides allowing pharmacy enforcement o�cers to raid premises and
seize drugs or other related items, the bill also protects them from civil
lawsuits and criminal prosecutions for actions deemed necessary to
enforce the Poisons Act.

Koh hopes there will be a relook at the proposed penalties as well as �ne-
tuning on the powers of pharmacy enforcement o�cers.

"These were all brought up in the engagements with the Health Ministry. If
the bill is passed, we will need to look into the regulations which we hope
will clear up our reservations of the proposed amendments," he added.

Deputy Health Minister Datuk Dr Noor Azmi Ghazali, on Monday, said the
bill will be tabled for second reading during the current Dewan Rakyat
sitting.
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